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with thirty. Constituencies are arranged mainly according
to population with a special weighting for the rural vote.
All the assemblies, large and small, have taken over the
heritage of British parliamentary procedure and convention.

6
The attempt of Australian democracy to develop a
creditable public service, recruited and maintained on merit,
goes back for more than half a century. Prior to the forma-
tion of the Commonwealth the separate colonies had
endeavoured to achieve an efficient and independent service
by creating public service boards or commissions, empowered
to recruit and to supervise personnel. ^ As early as 1883
Victoria, soon followed by other colonies, created a board
of three members authorized to abolish patronage and to
recruit public servants by tests of capacity. But this early
legislation required frequent revisions. The revised law of
New South Wales in 1895, the most advanced and influential
prior to the establishment of the Commonwealth, provided
for a board of three commissioners empowered to grade
and classify the officers of the service, fix salaries relative
to work performed, recruit by open competition, and
promote officers in accord with ability rather than seniority.
Thus, when the Commonwealth proceeded to create a
public service after 1900, it had in the accumulated experience
of the states a marked advantage over Canada in 1867, and
owing to this inheritance its first public service law of 1902
was the most comprehensive and progressive within the
British Empire. A fresh act in 1922 embraced provisions
of its predecessor, and benefited from the lessons gleaned
in its operation. Throughout these legislative ventures
the influence of British thought and institutions was profound.
No important committees investigating the Australian
public service failed to seek inspiration from British experi-
ence. Fresh ideas on administrative reform in England
were readily incorporated in Australian statutes, although
in certain matters the Commonwealth, like the states,